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Techniques 2 / CONDITIONALS 
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Check you know vocabulary to describe personal qualities 
 
adventurous brave     generous optimistic romantic  
 
fit  loyal     rebellious superstitious  assertive 
 
Check you know how to use conditionals for hypothetical situations 
 
Talking about hypothetical situations, using ‘if’ sentences, use the 2nd and 3rd conditional, depending 
on whether you think the situation is possible or not. We often mix the 2nd and 3rd conditionals. 
 
2nd conditional: if+past simple, would+infinitive (no ‘to’)  

If it rained on the day of my party, I would feel really disappointed The possible future 
3rd conditional: if+past perfect, would have+past participle (verb 3) 
 If it had rained on the day of my party last year, it would have ruined the whole day 
          The impossible! 
 
If you were married with two small children, and you had a job with a good salary, but you were 
bored, would you give it up and take your family travelling round the world for a year? 
 
Check you know how to indicate uncertainty 
 
I don’t know but,… I’d like to think I’d… I think I’d probably… It depends… 
I couldn’t say for sure, but… I might… I used to think I’d… but now I think I’d… 
 
Answer the questions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
What would you do? 
 
Do you think you could rescue someone from a burning house? 
 
What would you do if someone at the station told you they had 
lost all their money and needed the price of a ticket home? 
 
Could you run a marathon? 
 
Would you be happy to walk through a graveyard alone at night? 
 


